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Bow Down and Worship a King!
(Matt. 2:1-12)

In Bethlehem there were bright stars and Wise Men around the place
where Jesus was bom.

1. Bethlehem

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the
shepherd of my peaple Israel” (v. 6).

This word that the Son of God, King forever would be born in
Bethlehem had already been prophesied by the prophet, Micah in the Old
Testament. The Fact that Jesus was bom is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament.

Bethlehem which means a rice—cake shop or bakery is a compound word that is
composed of ‘Beth” and ‘hem.” Bethlehem can refer to Jesus Christ’s Birth in a rice—
cake shop or bakery having a special significance because human beings live on rice and
bread. However, rice or bread here means ‘every word from the mouth of God'’. Jesus
Himself said, ‘Tam the bread of life’ (John 6:48).

2. ABig Star

“Where is the one who has been bom king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him” (v. 2.

The star should be very big, insomuch as it led the Wise Men's way from the east. The
star also had already been prophesied in the Old Testament.

“A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the
foreheads of Moab, all the skulls of all the sons of Sheth” (Num 24:17).

Here, we can see the word, star and scepter appear. Though this word began through
Abraham, it was fulfilled through the birth of Jesus Christ and the cross that Jesus bore.

“[, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root
and the Offspring of David, and the bright moming star” (Rev 22:17).

It is our faith that we look at our moming star, Jesus Christ, do not tum from it to the
right or to the left, and move on ahead in it.

3. The Wise Men from the East

“After Jesus was bom in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked” (v. 1)

There are many scholars who have their different opinions conceming the place where
the east was. But Babylon is regarded as appropriate among those different opinions. And
the Wise Men might have been Jewish descendants who were taken prisoners to Babylon.
They might have been influenced by the prophetic books such as Daniel, and might have
studied the stars believing and waiting for a birth of Christ, the Messiah. Accordingly, upon
finding the star, they vigilantly took the initiative to follow it to find the Christ.

My beloved Christians!

Just as the Wise Men vigilantly sought the birth place of Jesus Christ, we should enter
into worship and praise, for God s faithful. It is God who has a mind to do His best.

By worshipping with enthusiasm our Lord Jesus Christ who came as the bread of life, |
sincerely pray that all of you will be God' s people, devoting your life with joy in the name
of Jesus Christ.
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