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Jonah's Prayer in the Belly of a Fish
(Jon. 2:1-10)

The totality of the book of Jonah is God's absolutism.” The God
who asserts life and death, and the fortune and misfortune of history
and mankind is the core message of the Book of Jonah. In 1:17, we see
the words 'already' and 'provided'. Jonah disobeved the Lord and
decided to run away from Him, but God ‘already’ knew this fact and
‘provided’ a plan. In this way, God's sovereign work appeared in the
book of Jonah and everywhere else in the Bible.

1. The omniscient God

When this happened, God already knew everything in detail, "In
what background he was raised, what he had in mind, what plan he
had, and where he was going." God knows us more than we know
ourselves. He knows how we will progress with all of our hurts and tears in the
process, as well as our past, present, and future. When we stand before the Lord like
this, we realize that we cannot run away from the Lord. The faith with which we live
before Him is Coram Deo.

2. The omnipotent God

By God's command, the wind of the sea started blowing, and the waves began to
roll. God planned that all sailors would cast lots and that the lot would fall on Jonah.
He also provided the large fish, and made Jonah to be thrown into the sea so that he
would be swallowed into the belly of the fish. He even established the fish's disposition
to swallow Jonah. He did all these things by Himself.

This is grace. If all of these things were started by God, then there is still hope for us.
No matter how painstaking our situation, no matter how painful our sufferings, trials,
and adversity, if everything starts with God, is there not a light of brilliant hope for us?
This is because the ultimate goal for which God disciplines us is not the judgement of
death. It is not despair for despair's sake, and it is not suffering for suffering’s sake. But
rather, it is a whip of love that works in us to make us become a more glorious
instrument for God.

3. The prayer of Jonah

Jonah realized too late that it was God who is absolute and omnipresent, who
watches over all the countries of the world as well as Israel, and even the storm and
weather. Therefore, he was thrown into the water and responsible for his own trouble.

So now Jonah was praying to God because his life was at risk. God purposed that
Jonah would look to Him and pour out his soul, so He allowed him to undergo this
suffering. Jonah said, "In my distress | called to the Lord." and he confessed that God
had listened to his cry. Jonah was able to recover his relationship with God through
this deep prayer, and regain his mission. His three days inside the fish was a time of
suffering, despair, and death. However, it was also the environment for change and
prayer, as well as salvation and victory.

My beloved Christians!

If we lose the joy of our salvation, and live our lives forgetting to be thankful to
God, God will provide a great storm and large fish to bring us back to these things.

As we stand before God, and as we pray in those life—threatening moments,
remembering Jonah who gained another chance, | sincerely pray that all of you who
stand in the midst of failure and suffering will be God's people, looking to Him,
praving to Him, and succeeding in the name of Jesus Christ.
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