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The Perfect Christian Life
(Matt. 5:43-48)

The text says that if we want to live perfectly, we must be perfect as our
heavenly Father is perfect. This word that seems to us burdensome does
not mean that you do vour best in order to be perfect, but it is an
imperative sentence, “Be perfect.”

As the Pharisees also felt the same pressure, they distorted the original
meaning of the Law, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy” (Matt.
5:44), and taught themselves moved by their own emotions. Like this, they
thought themselves to be wise, by adjusting God' s word, the absolute truth
that cannot be adjusted one jot or one tiny stroke.

We must examine ourselves to find out whether we attend every
Sunday, observe the offering, and do mission work solely based on our
own logic or reason, or not.

1. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

Jesus who is an author and perfector of the Law says, ‘Love vour neighbor as
vourself’, moreover, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you' (Matt.
5:44). Jesus explains to us that God equally causes His sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous (v. 45). God's love is
transcendent love impossible to compare with the limited human love.

2. While we were still sinners

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were sill sinners, Christ
died for us” (Romans 5:8)

The love that appears here is ‘Agape’ love. Thanks to God's Agape love, while we
were till sinners, Jesus died for us on the cross. We were God' s enemies. Jesus saved us
who were His enemies and died for us to enjoy being fully reconciled to God.

We are the saved people who take after God. Therefore, it is no wonder that we should
love our enemy with the love that was given from God and pray for those who persecute
us.

My beloved Christians!

God wants us to resemble Him. He also says that we should live a holy and beautiful
life of love like God Himself.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” This is not burdensome but
God'’s blessed word that makes us live our life resembling God’s, and provides
confimation of our new, holy, and blessed existence.

Please remember that there is nothing in this world comparable to God's love. There
may be advanced science, knowledge, and power in the world, but there is not ‘Agape’
love. No matter how eamestly they may want it, they cannot follow it in the world.
Because only Agape love made possible from God Himself, can make us love even our
enemies. Therefore, when we live our agape life, worldly people will realize and
experience the full and real love of God through us.

God makes us holy and love even our enemies with etemal agape love. By focusing on
God, I sincerely hope that all of you, and I, will accomplish God’ s perfection with our faith.
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