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The Happy Fool
(Matt. 5:38-42)

The Law, 'eve for eye,' is a righteous rule that reduces injurv to a
minimum by not over extending the tragedy by excessive retaliation and
revenge. Nevertheless, we realize that Jesus, as a completer of the Law goes
one more step further than the righteous law in the Old Testament.

1. Do not resist an evil person!

Though Jesus speaks of the law of love and righteousness in the text
verses 39-41, our instinct follows the rule of excessive retaliation and
punishment. We think that when we take revenge on someone, we are to
fully revenge our feelings of hatred. By doing like this, we feel that justice
will be done. However, revenge will only bring an activity of further
destruction and cause a much bigger tragedy. Revenge bears another, and
makes even more enemies.

Now, Jesus says, "Do not resist an evil person!” "Love your enemies!" He also savs
that such behavior is the only way to stop the bleeding of evil and revenge. The Apostle
Paul said, "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans 12—21).
The wisdom in Proverbs says, "Do not say, Tll pay vou back for this wrong!' Wait for the
Lord, and he will deliver you" (Proverbs 20—22).

Owing to King Saul's persistence, jealousy, and heartbuming, David's life consisted of
wandering from wild plains to swamp lands and even caves for a long period of time. For
even more than ten vears, he had to live his life like an animal. During that time, David had
several chances to kill king Saul, but he did not kill him.

David did not pay back an 'eve for eve." He rather tumed his other cheek to the man
who smote him on his right one. He gave his cloak to Saul who took his tunic. The Bible
says, David was an harmonious man with the heart of God.

2. Deny yourself!

Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me" (Matt. 16 '—=24).

The fact that anyone denies himself means he must first put down his pride. If someone
has a difficulty with a monetary problem, or has difficult with physical sufferings, then these
will be the very reasons for prideful hurt to arise. However, Jesus tells us, "Deny vourself!
Put down your pride!.” Jesus Christ is our model who denies Himself and lives His life.
Even though people pointed their fingers at Jesus, spat on Him, smote His cheeks,
assaulted and brutalized Him in many ways, and looked down upon Him, He did not
resist anvthing, or anyone, and was silent like a sheep in front of the sheep shearers.

When we deny ourselves and take up our cross, though people do not understand us,
God who is in Heaven looks at us, listens to us, and knows us. Therefore, the omniscience
and omnipotent God, the Creator and glorious God, who s the source of all blessings,
sees and rewards us in secret, and the God of love and justice, will care for us fully.

My beloved Christians!

The people in the world may call us fools for living our lives like this. But we are happy,
holy, and wonderful people for doing so. With cleanliness, knowledge, patience, mercy,
the inspiring of the Holy Spirit, truthful love, even though we may be woried, we can
always rejoice. As poor as we may seem to be, we can make many people rich; even
though we may seem to have nothing, inside we are full, and rich and happy. By living
such a life, | eamestly pray that all of us will be the wonderful and blessed people of God.
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