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The Blessing of the Peacemakers
(Matt. 5:1-9)

Though what we really want is peace, there are quarrels, jealousy,
grudges, complaints, violations, and injury in reality. What we want is peace
in our homes, and peace at our workplace. We want also the peace of
society and the nation. However, it seems that peace is moving further
away from us, while we try keeping the peace in various ways.

Nevertheless, Jesus Christ says a surprising word toward us who have
despair and regrettable feelings in the following verse.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” (v. 9).

The peace refers to “ellene” in Greek and “shalom” in Hebrew. The
Israelite people longed for peace. So they say “Shalom!” when they greet
each other. The reason why they say shalom when they greet is because
God in the Bible is the God of shalom, the God of peace.

So, how can we be the peacemakers?

1. We must be reconciled to God for peace

“That God was reconciling the world Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation” (Il Corinthians 5:19).

God is the main body of peace and the king of peace. All peace comes from God.
Therefore, if we are not reconciled to God, we can never enjoy true and etemal peace.
The way we make peace with God is through coming to God in reliance on Jesus Christ’s
contribution of the cross. We do not enjoy truthful peace until we put the load of our sin
down.

2. We must recover our relations with our neighbors

“Therefore, if you are offering vour gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and
be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift” (Matt. 5:23—24).

The Bible says that we must be reconciled to our neighbor as well as to God, and only
50, can we become truthful peacemakers. As Jesus was crucified on the cross in order to
give us peace, so we must sacrifice to be reconciled to our neighbor to achieve peace.

3. The blessing of the peacemakers

In the text the blessing of the peacemakers will be called sons of God. Here, “sons” do
not simply mean children “tekna” but “huios™ that is the majesty, honor, and prestige of
the King's children.

God is the omniscient and omnipotent creator who created all things in the universe
with His Word. God, who is omnipresent, and present in glory, is the Lord God of hosts.
The peacemakers are simply God' s children.

My beloved Christians!

By becoming the peacemakers, | sincerely hope that you will enjoy the blessings of
being God's children to your heart’s content.
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