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Jonah, who fell into a deep sleep
(Jon. 1:4-17)

There was a ship heading for Tarshish 'just at the time' when Jonah
went down to Joppa to run away from the Lord, After finding the ship,
he thought that everything would go smoothly.

When our belief is weak, we often grab any opportunity that seems
to be timely. And then, we think that everything is going smoothly. But
that is often the beginning of a descent into deeper despair. Therefore,
we must do our work in light of God's response and assurance
whenever we make a decision.

_.”
r
\
g 1. Jonah's reality

Jonah went aboard the ship to flee from the Lord. In front of him,
there was a great wind on the sea, and a bit later, a fish to swallow him.
The great storm that came upon the ship was so violent that the ship was threatening
to break up. In the ship, the individual sailors were afraid. Each person cried out to his
own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. They were
struggling just to live. This is a picture of the people in this world who struggle in many
ways.

However, the man of God, Jonah, had gone doun below deck to lie down, and he
fell into & deep sleep. In such a dangerous situation, he should have been calling upon
God's name and praying. Instead, he fell in a deep sleep, even when the storm was
upon them, which was all because of him! In the same way, we need to realize that if
the spirit of Christians and churches fall asleep, all of our families, society, and this
country will driven info confusion.

At this time, the captain asked Jonah to call upon his God . 6). This was really a
remarkable scene. Here was an unbeliever telling Jonah that he should wake up and
pray to his God! If Christians fall asleep spiritually, the world will notice. When we
don't live our lives as Christians, even worldly people may demand of us, "Wake up
and pray to God, and live a decent life".

2. An unbeliever's prayer

All the sailors in the ship knew that the storm was because of the man of God,
Jonah. Therefore, they cried out to God. "The Lord, O Lord, you have done as you
have pleased" {v. 14). This was a scene where unbelievers became bom again and
saved persons. Then, they took Jonah and threw him overboard. Right at that
moment, the raging sea became calm.

Now all the sailors in the ship became believers who feared God. They offered a
sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to Him. Jonah failed, but the Lord didn't. Just as
(God saved His chosen people through a disobedient Jonah, He will never stop doing
His greatest work.

The Lord clearly commands that we should preach the gospel. However, if we
don't obey, because we are busy or we are involved in the world, we will be no
different from the appearance of Jonah who fled from the Lord.

My beloved Christians!

It is a great moment when a soul retums to God. But if we forget this missionary
work of ‘evengelizing to all people, we will experience the despair of the belly of the
fish and the stom of life that God will bring. By obeying God's command faithfully
and eamestly, | sincerely pray that all of you will be God's people, used as a star in the
sky, in the name of Jesus Christ.
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