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The biblical criterion of choice
(Ruth 4:1-12)
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Life is a choice. Life is determined by what we choose. If this is
50, then what criterion should we use to choose? If we clearly know
what the biblical criterion of choice s, it will be the most important
gift we can receive to live our lives. In our passage, we see two
persons standing at a crossroad. One was Boaz, and the other was a
relative closer than Boaz who could redeem Ruth. Because Boaz
took the biblical choice, he was able to continue the Messiah's
bloodline. The other became a symbol of lost opportunity because
he took the worldly option.

1 E3RE 0

O]Z0] LHAIA| P L2m| 9] IHOAE ZY HHO| & & Q= 44
O] QAL BAIKY SHE QIE ARFOE BET 5HE Z4E ARG
T} 1€ 17 A28 2718 AYUITE O1F RRIOIA &6i7t g7t 2337
HEAUCHER).

AMEEE E5| 01ojts F5in Jes gt 12U 7S HASER o]
U0 BE e AR, A=o] ZANA &S ALK, SHAHO] 71t I=
LIRS BAaHor GUTE PEI7HYER LF0| ZASNA Lok EdiE
oo dEE o, 221= ShHY HEORA Aleo) Liile] ogks 2
ge £ QEHT 29 71dg RE 4 e B 7Vle A52 w0l HolE 0]
o1} ESHE wEE g0l mAlote} Ao Soi9t Shid Uete) g3
Flol Al = 419 7181E S5 EisH

2. PORAY| ME

HOopAE Al ARBY] V1% S 7K1 B8 HEgiEUT Je 23 1l
] HUG S|mISH] kST

5 L2 ARE O] A9 EdlE EF7t QS SjTishal Alths iy

t}. OhfiE AL g¥E AL RRAS0], WARSOl, RS0, ARIoE 715
WIS ZAF ARG MRS TioA] ko =z 7he 3 S|t LEH OJFE Of
HEe 1L Qe AYUTH UES 219t HEe oAl UP ZApt g
Aol E7HR] BS T 8 of, OFRE] 2 £40] It R|Ete E71A] AY
S U BlUth W8] SSAHE R7IKIUUTE 8 8 fEI50] BeEh 3
As T w37l QA Ao = QST

FAED Hop o= 25 ARGISUDE 20| HIE AR19] 2oA 040t
HT 7Rt GI0IIRIE HOk = RRI0IA] Z0ke Edie Aa AR 9l
ZE AREFYELITE AR fkE e AS T EXA] SuTh HE0] Qlo1A
AZY 7182 P EQ8UTE L7t SHIE dElE SHE 18|29 A
20| 22| 1kz 7Het] RO vt HOj0F BRTH FHO ARZO] 28] nkg 7k
ol Al HE W, 21 HUS YoM 718 ZAR AFBE T = e A

LT
A= AE L,

219 Hele 2EFH L27} ok HHoR TE0IE AUt =0l &
O 0]} &S MER] g, ABARORA MG Usle A9 8 23
B Uo7 ARY] 718 7HR AL Sk JE, =218 FHofE L, 018 2dtke
84 HeS StEZ SPIEA 715 £ Es ShiEe] MEgS0l HAVIE
5] ST

1. The wrong choice

Naomi's relative, whose name is not given, had the priority of becoming Ruth's
husband. He had financial power, and he was capable of upholding her cause. But
he gave up his right, because he was aftaid of endangering his own estate (v. 6).

In general, people always seek a profit when they make a decision. However,
Christians must think about whether it is virtuous, whether it is right according to
principle, and whether it pleases God. When we make a choice based on biblical
principles, and we are resolved to bear the loss as a result, we fulfill our role as a
compass in the world as God's people. The closer relative, who could have
redeemed Ruth, chose instead to profit and not take a loss according to what he
could see. But Boaz, who could enter into the Messiah's genealogy, gave up his
chance for a blessed life to live for the glory of God's kingdom.

2. Boaz's choice

Boaz chose Ruth, according to the criterion of duty and love. He didn't avoid
his responsibility.

Nowadays, a common problem all around us is that we live trying to avoid
responsibility. Since wives, husbands, children, teachers, politicians, and even
Christians shirk their responsibility, we see families, churches, and our country in
difficulties. How do we find real victory and revival? It comes to us when we keep
up our end of responsibility and carry it out, no matter how much the loss may be.
The church community must have this kind of responsibility. When Christians
cany out their responsibility, churches can find revival.

First of all, Boaz loved Ruth. Although Ruth was a poor woman who picked up
leftover grain in his field, Boaz did not consider her a loss. Rather, he loved her. A
loving heart makes everything blessed. The criterion of love is very important in
making a choice. Jesus Christ's love must be poured into our heart so that we can
make the right decision. When Jesus' love fills up our heart to overflowing, we can
do our duty with joy and thankfulness that goes beyond responsibility.

My beloved Christians!

From now on, our future will be made by our choices. We must choose to
perform our duty in a way that does not follow after profit and seeks to avoid loss.
By choosing the criterion of love and making biblical choices that go beyond
reason and logic, [ eamestly pray that you will be a people of God preciously used
by Him in the name of Jesus Christ.
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