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Ruth Who Picks Up Leftover Grain
(Ruth 2:1-3)
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The Book of Ruth, together with the five Books of Moses,
formed the parts of the Bible that Jews liked to read more than any
other, and read often. The reason was that the Book of Ruth was a
comforting book and a message of recovery and hope.

1. Ruth who accepted redlity as it was
After Ruth left Moab, where she had lost her husband, she amived

in an unfamiliar land in Bethlehem, Israel. When we meditate on
Ruth's character, we can find wonderful and spiritual lessons. She
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immediately destroyed her self—respect and looked for what she
could do.

Ruth told her mother—in—law that she would go out and pick up leftover grain,
which amounted to beaging door to door. When people harvested crops from the
grain and ordinary fields in the Old Testament, they would leave a little bit of the
grain behind them for orphans, widows, and beggars to eat. Based on this fact, we
conclude that those who gleaned leftover grain were in the lowest social stratum.

Naturally, this could not have been easy for Ruth, who was the daughter—in—
law of a once rich family. But Ruth did it with pleasure, throwing away her pride
because she knew that it was the only way to help her family.

The fact that she was willing to live a life of PENURY wias the first step of a new
beginning. We must leam about hope and recovery from the example of Ruth
who picked up leftover grain without any hesitation.

2. Ruth who always did her best

When Ruth gleaned grain, she did her best without shirking her duty. Finally
she was visible to Boaz. Whatever we do, what we need to do more than anything
isto do our best. Whether it is a mere trifle or something more, those who do their
best will be certain to move forward. Jesus said, "You have been faithful with a
few things, [ will put you in charge of many things." If we try to do out best even in
small things, we will have an unimaginable chance to do more.

The words, Just then,' appear in verse 4 of this text. Just then, Boaz arrived
from Bethlehem and met Ruth. This did not happen by chance, but by God's
providence. Ruth represents an anti—type of Gentile, and Boaz an anti—type of
Jesus Christ. While she was working hard, Boaz saw and heard how she had
served her mother—in—law so devotedly and faithfully. God's marvelous work will
come true when God's grace meets our best way.

My beloved Christians!

Our Lord sees us and knows us. So don't be disappointed when nobody seems
to recognize your work, or when you cope with many things while doing your
best in small areas.

[ sincerely pray that you will be God's precious children who are marvelously
blessed by God in the name of Jesus Christ.
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