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By Their Fruit You Will Recognize Them
(Matt. 7:15-23)

In the text two trees appear: a bad tree and a good tree. Can you tell
with certainty which tree is good or which tree is bad? You only recognize
them by their fruit.

“By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thom bushes, or figs from thistles” (v. 16)?

What kind of fruit do we bear in our life?

1. Be careful for false prophets

After Jesus finishes His Sermon on the Mount, He says, ‘Watch out for
false prophets’. What is the trait of a false prophet? A false prophet who
wears sheep’ s clothing approaches us. Outwardly, we cannot distinguish a
false prophet, but in the long run, we will recognize him by his fruit.

Meanwhile, a lot of heresies occurred in the history of Christianity, and we also have
many cults such as the unification church, and other religious and new world orders.
Nevertheless, their common point is although we may think they come to us with love of
their wrapped lever, inside they are nothing but plundering wolves.

2. You must distinguish a good tree from a bad free well

After Jesus said, ‘Watch out for false prophets’, He also pointed that the comparison
between a good tree and a bad tree. And he even compares those who have confessed
Jesus Christ as their Lord to be distinguished between a good tree and a bad tree.

Prophets in verse 22 prophesized, drove out demons, and performed many miracles in
His name. Though they did not denv Jesus, they used Jesus name and took profit.

What is the trait of good trees? You bear much fruit and give vour glory to God (John
15:8). One of the celebrities in the Bible who deserves to be greatest and respected is the
Apostle Paul. But he himself said that he was the worst among the sinners. He gave all
dlory to God.

One day, we will stand before the seat of judgment. We must at least look back on
whether we bore fruit in our name, or only looked to our fruit.

3. We are the best tree

While we read the prophet Isaiah’s vinevard song (Is. 5:1-2), we recognize that God
planted the finest vinevard, ploughed the soil, removed pebbles, made a watchtower to
stand high above to help the trees grow, and erected a press to squeeze grapes for wine
when it bore good grapes. But, at the end, He sighed at the bad grapes that grew, in other
words, wild grapes. Why were the wild grapes bom? In short, the wild grapes revealed their
disobedience to God.

My beloved Christians!

We are God's chosen people and the finest grape trees which must bear grapes. If we
do not bear good fruit, every tree is cut down and thrown in to the fire (v. 17).

The chance given to us is never etemal. At the time when we do not think, we may
stand before the seat of God's judgment.

By obeying God’ s word, using yourself only for His glory, and bearing abundant fruit, |
sincerely pray that you will be God' s people winning a victory in the name of Jesus Christ.
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