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What We Have to Cut Off
(Matt. 5:27-30)

If there are two standards to view morality in a particular era, it is to look
at violence, namely, ‘murder’, and sexual vices. Pastor James Boyce
explains that the view of this era’s sexual vice is “Situational Ethics’. This
situational ethics means that everything has to be inferred from the
situation, that is to say, a relative truth that is not an absolute truth.

However, all the things which the Bible speaks of is absolute truth. All of
the Law that was given by God, especially, the Ten Commandments must
not be understood by the situation but the absolute truth that we must
observe, wherever we are.

1. The broad interpretation of the Law
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.”” (v.27)

At the time of Jesus Christ, it was aimlessly thought that men can completely disregard
women. That's why when a man didn't like his wife and wanted to live with another
woman, not to commit adultery they wrote a certificate of divorce according to Moses'
word and easily disregarded the wife. And they lawfully got married to another woman
and lived their life.

However, God's command, “Do not commit adultery” is not to write and give a
certificate of divorce to his wife but to love his wife, to treasure her, and to keep the family
precious.

At that time, Jewish people thought that it was very easy to divorce. Moreover, they
never felt shame, indecent, and guilty. According to Moses, there was one reason to
divorce, which to find something indecent about the woman (Deut. 24:1). Something
indecent, the word ‘erwat’ in Hebrew, means sexual infidelity that indicates ‘naked’ or
‘shameful”. Therefore, there is no reason to divorce except for an immoral sin.

However, the fact that God mentioned the certificate of divorce to Moses was not to
give an easy right to divorce, but to live together without divorce and simply to be a last
means resource. The reason why a man gives a cettificate of divorce is for the divorced
woman to be able to mary with another man. Nevertheless, since the Pharisees and
Jewish people interpreted the Law in order to legalize their own sensual pleasure and
dissipated life and to accommodate their own preferences, they have committed high
crimes.

2. God' s will and providence conceming marriage

Because the fact that we divorce without any fair reason is that we commit adultery,
which should not be God's will. ‘No reason to commit sensual pleasure” (v. 27) refers to
‘no certain fact to commit an infidelity”. Physical adultery and mindful lust are the same
crime. Those who look at a woman lustfully have already committed adultery with her in
their heart.

If we fall into this temptation, and if we have a mind that we should gouge and throw
away your eye, or cut your hand off and throw it away, to overcome the temptation, then
we can keep our husband, our wife, and our family precious. (Matt. 5:29-30)

My beloved Christians!

If a family is peaceful, the Church will be peaceful. If a family is healthy, our children
will be healthy, and a nation will become healthy. Anyone who is in Jesus Christ is never
condemned. Even though we are guilty, we must repent our sins thoroughly. Never fall
down but have a victory with God’s word. And now [ sincerely pray that all of us will
make a home like the kingdom and live our life in the name of Jesus Christ.
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