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The Blessing of the Poor in Spirit
(Matt. 5:1-3)

By beginning a public career, Jesus visited all around the villages
in Galilee, teaching, spreading the gospel of the Kingdom, curing
diseases, etc. He did a wonderful work. For this work, many people
admired Him and came near Him and gathered in crowds.

“Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside
and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach
them, saving: (Matt. 5:1-2)” Here the word, disciples, do not refer to
twelve disciples, but the people who admired Jesus and gathered in
crowds near Him.

Robinson called the Sermon on the Mount “the highest peak of
human morality”, and Olshausen said, “In fact, Jesus Christ’ s entire
life is the practical application of the Sermon on the Mount”, and lots of
theologians and pastors give unstinted praise to Him. It has been said, “The crown
is richly bejeweled by hundreds of gemstones heavenly melody.”

By beginning the Sermon on the Mount, first of all, Jesus said, “Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3). The word, “A1& (sim—
rveong)” written in Korean is spirit. In the ‘Sermon on the Mount” known also as
the Beatitudes, the reason why Jesus begins with ‘spirit’ is crucial for us. Jesus
does not refer to the poor as those belonging to an indigent family or having a
physical weakness, but to those who are blessed, and so He has a different
meaning than we think from the words ‘poor in spirit”.

Here, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” is similar to the Psalm confessing, “As the
deer pants for streams of water.” It is to express that ‘Blessed” are those who look
for God and have come to have a spirit that is in need and deeply desiring God.
Here, the word “poor” is “pto—khos” in Greek, which means complete
bankruptey. Like this, God takes hold of those who are completely broken, and
those who confess that they cannot live without God, and He blesses them.

Our spirit cannot be filled with anything except God's spitit, or the Holy Spir,
and it cannot exist without it. A lot of people live an unhappy life, completely lost
in the belief they must fill their spirit with worldly things, but always are left
unfulfilled in constant want and need.

It is God who made us, knows us better than [ we do, loves us till His death, is
the unique One who can give us the meaning of life, is the first and last, the Alpha
and Omega. Jesus teaches us the truth, “Blessed are those who seek out and
desire God in spirit.”

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God,
you will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).

We must never forget that the sacrifice of God is “a broken spirit”, “a poor
spirit”.

My beloved Christians!

Being poor in spirit before God, | sincerely pray that vou will enjoy the
Kingdom of Heaven every day and will be blessed in the name of Jesus Christ.
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