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The Reformation of Nehemiah 1
(Neh. 13:1-14)

After he rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem and worshipped God at the
dedication of the wall, Nehemiah had left Jerusalem for a while and
visited King Artaxerxes then retumed back. The reason why he went to
him for a little while was that in the past when Nehemiah visited him, he
had set a deadline to visit him again.

However, after Nehemiah left Jerusalem, the power of the faith
reformation became dull and many evil things happened. The people of
Judah intermarried with other peoples;, their children forgot the Judaic
language; Tobiah took a large room in the sanctuary; they didn’t keep
the Sabbath etc., and many other evil things arose.

Nehemiah, who came back to Jerusalem, immediately put up the
banner of reformation. He made the people live a discriminated life
with God’ s word.

“On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing of the people and
there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be admitted into
the Assembly of God” (v. 1).

Nehemiah did not approach the people on his own authority or position and did
not come to them based on his own knowledge and experience. He thoroughly
deserved to approach his people with his authority as he was the official govemor, and
could assert his meticulous deed of rebuilding the wall and many of his achievement
too.

However, Nehemiah relied on only the authority of God's word, and started to
reform again. Do we really want to achieve true reformation in our life, family, at
work, and in our church? If so, we must retum to God's word and begin solely from
God's word.

“When the people heard this law, they excluded from Israel all who were of foreign
descent” (v.3).

Hearing God' s word, the Israelite people excluded from Istael the Ammonite and
Moabite, etc. all groups who were of foreign descent.

The Israelite people were previously determined not to intermarriage, to divinely
keep the Sabbath, to offer the tithes to God with their whole heart (Neh. 9).
Nevertheless, when Nehemiah had left, the Israelites faulted in their decision. Because
they had intermarried, they lost the holiness of being God's holy people. The
grandson of the priest Eliashib even became a son in law of Sanballat. Nehemiah
firmly brought the Israelites to God' s word conceming intermariage.

God's word starts a reformation. When God's word is spoken to our hearts, we
must, first of all, get rid of the impure elements in our life, and then we can begin to
move forward into holiness.

— Nehemiah experienced a spiritual reformation. However, while he was on the
decline again, and at a time of not being noticeably unseen, he moved forward basing
his authority purely on the word of God and His authority to begin the reforms.

— And Nehemiah's reformation succeeded. Therefore, Nehemiah and the people
of Judah, in the midst of God's presence, began to shine in the light of faith once
more.

My beloved Christians!

God's word itself was life and joy for Nehemiah. All of us must decide to obey
God's word once again. By living according to the absolute standard and value of
God' s teaching, [ sincerely hope that all of you will be God's blessed peaple.
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