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The Wisdom that solves a communal problem
(Neh 5:1-13)

We always want to live and stay near a murmuring stream and in the
middle of a green pasture. But we can never live our life like that. The
unexpected problems and hardships that come in layers upon layers
press down on us. It is the same when we do God's work. When
Nehemiah rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem, so many problems fell on him.
There were a famine in the nation; the people were hungry by the
excessive tax; the rich practiced usury and tormented the people.

1. Nehemiah who pondered in his mind

Nehemiah was very angry because of an excessive tax and being
practitioners of usury. Jesus once was angry about Pharisees when he
saw their hypocrisy. We also must have a sacred anger about sins. Through Christians'
anger, God's new mission will stretch forth.

However, Nehemiah was not only angry about those things but he also pondered
them in his mind. In the English Bible it is written, "I pondered them in my mind."
which means that he meditated and thought a lot about them in his mind. If anger is
feeling, pondering is logic. Jesus always asks us to ponder over something.

2. Nehemiah had courage to face sins

All suffering does not go through by sins, but you must not forget that suffering
clearly comes from sins. Nehemiah concluded that all—pervading sin in Israel, that is
to say, the collection of excessive tax and being practitioners of usury were done
because they were not afraid of God. This was really a wise accessibility. Nehemiah
was trving to solve the problem with his faith in God. He faith meant "How could we
who are afraid of God do those things?" Nehemiah again brought them to their
elitism.

We also need to know ourselves, how to face sins in us. And with a humble mind
we must recognize and confess our sins. The fact that can we face our sins can only be
done by a courageous man.

3. Nehemiah who showed an example

Nehemiah lent money to the people but he didn't receive any interest. Moreover,
when he worked God's mission as a govemor in Judah for twelve years, in order to
avoid any misunderstanding, he had never received any salary(5:14). In our times, we
too look long for a leader like Nehemiah.

Finally, they decided to obey Nehemiah's word. Presumably, they thought that
Nehemiah was a reliable leader. Thus, Nehemiah saw that they were deeply moved
and decided to obey him, and he let them swear in the name of God to their
conviction. He clearly and effectively resolved all problems.

My beloved Christians!

We must be angry and ponder in our mind when we see sins. And we face sins,
confess, come to the Lord and must say Amen in the name of Jesus Christ.

By having wisdom in judgment and action like Nehemiah, I sincerely pray that all
of us will be servants who should be used preciously before God in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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