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The Blessing of those who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness

(Matt. 5:1-6)

The world that we live in, in some ways, is filled with injustice, political
unrighteousness, social impropriety, and immorality. However, Jesus
reveals God's word to us who are living amongst these problems in the
world.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
befilled” (Matt. 5-6).

It is a marvelous paradox. Here, “hunger and thirst” does not relate to
flesh, but righteousness. The word, “righteousness” is read in Hebrew
“tsedeq”, and appeared 500 times in the Old Testament. It is also read as
“dikaiosune” in Greek which is a very important word appearing over 200
times.

Jesus explains “righteousness” in this text, in two ways.

1. The righteousness that develops ethical justice

Ethical justice involves righteousness of politics, society, culture, and economy. Jesus
says that we should take care of the poor, the widows, orphans, drifters, and disadvantaged
groups, to bring faimess, recover personal rights that are being infringed upon, and
establish justice both nationally and individually. Moreover, Jesus says that we should be
concemed for social injustice, and blessed are those who pray continually for establishing
justice.

2. The Uttimate righteousness—Jesus Christ

"Righteousness” is God’ s nature and only his unique attribute.

“Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the foundation
of his throne” (Psalm 97:2).

“Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments” (Rev. 16:7).

Like this, as the righteous of God came to this earth in form of a human body, and died
on the cross, then He, Jesus Christ, became our righteousness.

Therefore, if we are to hunger and thirst for righteousness, we must hunger and thirst for
the ‘righteousness” that was established by God and His son, Jesus Christ on the cross.

My beloved Christians!

There is no one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness among people living in the
world. Most people struggle to be filled with such worldly things as money, power,
popularity, and honor for their righteousness. However, their hunger and thirst can never
be filled with anything that will truly satisfy.

The Bible tells us that when human life is filled with only God's righteousness and the
grace of Jesus cross, it will be satisfied.

Jesus tells us that those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled. To be
filled means to be satisfied. To be filled ‘kortazo™ in Hebrew involves both to be filled in
spirit and to be filled in reality.

[ hope all of us long to worship God, share a deep fellowship with Him in the presence
of Jesus Christ, and to be satisfied with God’s righteousness. He promises that all the
things we need will be given to us as well (Matt. 6:33). I sincerely pray that you will receive
and enjoy these blessings in the name of Jesus Christ.
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