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The Reformation of Nehemiah I1
(Neh. 13:4-22)

If we hear God's word in our spirit and we challenge ourselves in
His grace, the first arising change is that we manage to control the
wrong habits that prevent an intimate relationship with Him and to be
cleaned from our sins. We must emit Jesus™ fragrance, being very
different from the manners and customs in the world.

The first reformation of Nehemiah with God’ s word was to separate
God' s word from the faults, customs, and sins so we can live a holy life.
However, his second reformation was to preserve the reverence and
holiness of the sanctuary.

The Second Reformation Together with God' s Word

While he came back to Jerusalem again and tried to reform, Nehemiah, tried to
keep and preserve the holiness of the sanctuary in good order.

“Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of the
house of our God. He was closely associated with Tobiah” (v. 4). Eliashib the priest
who appeared here had a lot of problems. He, as a priest, was continually associated
with Tobiah who was an enemy of Israel. From the first moment at the beginning of
Nehemiah, Sanballat and Tobiah sneered at God's people, threatened them, and put
a curse on them. Those who put the wire on Nehemiah were the enemy of God and
the Israelites.

However, Eliashib had provided a large room in God's holy temple for God's
enemy, Tobiah. That room was used to store the people’s holy offerings, tithes and
the contributions of the priests. In such a sacred place, there was the dirtiest and ugliest
man.

The room to store the tithes and the contributions of the priests was the office
where all the financial affairs in the temple were handled. However, the fact that the
room was given to the enemy Tobiah ignorantly placed Tobiah in the position to steal
the holy offerings to God as much as he could. And actually such things happened. If
Nehemiah was in Jerusalem, at that time, such things would never have happened.

Nehemiah was worried (v. 8). Here, the word ‘wory’ which refers to ‘vare” in
Hebrew means ‘anger’. Nehemiah was angry, and threw Tobiah’s household goods
out of the room. He kicked Tobiah out of the temple, and cleansed it.

Jesus made a whip by a piece of string, and gave a good scolding, “My house will
be called a house of prayer for all nations.” And He overtumed the tables of the
money changers in the temple and drove out a herd of cattle and sheep from the
temple.

God' s temple is a holy place. We must keep it holy. Nowadays, like Tobiah inside
the church, there are many people who come to church holding on to worldly value
and commercialism in their hearts. All the things that are not based on God's word
are of the secular world.

My beloved Christians!

The church must continually be reformed. We must always make the biblical
church anew and make our church holy. By recognizing in the order between the
church and the world, before God and people, | eamestly hope that all of you will be
used by God as an instrument of holiness.
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