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Shall we prepare for the bread of life?
(Ruth 1:6—14)
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Elimelech, Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Kilion, left
Bethlehem, because there was no food. The word, Bethlehem,'
means cake shop or bakery. However, the provisions ran out.

1. The absence of spiritual bread

Korean churches have developed over the past twenty years from
the 1970s and 1980s in Christian history to such an extent that we
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cannot trace it. However, the strength of this growth started to
weaken slowly from 1990, and finally during the 2000's the growth has been
negative. This is the reason why there is no the bread of life in Korean Churches.
Even now, Koreans are spiritually hungry and their throats are drv.

Korean churches have been filled with quarreling and jealousy instead of love,
as well as with fatigue and injury instead of joy. Not only that, but they have
dwelled on the testimony of revival and grace which has existed for a long time,
rather than grace for today.

What is the bread of life? It is God's presence. It is the occurrence of His
presence that shows us that God is with us here. God's presence appears in our life
of faith which moves to action. Through the appearance of our love and blessing
to one another, God's presence will be revealed. Jesus said, "By this all men will
know that vou are my disciples, if vou love one another” (John 13:35).

2. The rumor that Naomi heard

When Naomi heard that God had come to the aid of His people and had
given them bread, she decided to retum to Bethlehem without hesitation. They
had left Bethlehem because there was no food. But now, in Bethlehem, there was
food.

When churches demonstrate that God is present with us, people in the world
will begin to visit. The rumor of God's presence is the beginning of missionary
work and the prelude of revival. However, as we all know, we are not able to
seek for the bread of the Spirit, but God must give it to us. In other words, we are
able to receive it from God through worship, prayer, and His word.

My beloved Christians!

The rumor is the beginning of missionary work and the prelude of revival. God
is in the midst of us, and when people hear that the church is full of the bread of
the Spirit, the church will be recovered, and the people of the world will look
again.
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