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When there is famine in life
(Ruth 1:1-5)

The Book of Ruth is a story about a family that experienced famine. It is
about a life that was won by a come—from—behind victory through faith. It
is also God's word in which we see the most dramatic reversal story written
throughout the Bible. It is a story about two women, Naomi and Ruth. As
they faced famine in this most bitter and cruel lite, their family overcame it
and finally achieved victory. When famine came in the time of the Judges,
there were outstanding spiritual leaders like Samuel, Samson, and Gideon.
Likewise, such a famine can come to us at any time.

1. They leave lsrael

"The land' in verse 1 refers to Bethlehem in Judah. Elimelech and Naomi, as the
etymologies of their names suggest, had made God a great King, praised Him, and lived
an abundant life with joy. However, as soon as they faced unexpected famine in the land,
this family who had confessed God as their King and believed in Him with joy, left
Bethlehem for Moab, a hostile country to Israel, and chose to live there. Unfortunately, as
they threw away their name and moved to Moab for a better life, Naomi lost her husband
and her two sons.

2. God's grace without ceasing

When Naomi heard that the Lord had come to the aid of His people, she decided to
retum to Israel. She was able to see the Lord again through her poverty—stricken life.
Moreover, when she decided to retum to God and hold onto His covenant, that was when
the greatest reversal drama began.

The beginning for Naomi was when Ruth met Boaz. Through them, Boaz was the
father of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. Through David's
bloodline, the drama of salvation through Jesus Christ who was to come into this world,
was being written.

My beloved Christians!

Can it be that the appearance of Elimelech and his family is that of our own family? Do
we deserve to live our life with the name of a Christian? The Apostle Paul wamed us that
we must not be believers who deny our godly power even though we might have a godly
appearance.

Anyone who lives in a good environment is able to enjoy their life and obey God.
However, it is when there is famine in the land, that we must show our ability. Perhaps, it is
for this purpose that God has allowed hardship and adversity to come our way, the famine
of our life.

If we fall into the hardships of life, if we are living in the famine of life, then we need to
come back to the cross of Jesus Christ. By living a life that is worthy of the name of a
believer, and a life that is fitting for our confession of faith, I sincerely pray that you wil
experience God's grace and miracle in vour daily life in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Haven't you read this scripture: " 'The stone
the builders rejected has become the capstone;

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our
eyes?" Mark 12:10—-11)
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