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Jonah, the son of Amittai
(Jonah 1:1-3)

The book of Jonah is one of those books that is treated very
unkindly by liberal theologians. They regard it as a foolish slip of the
tongue that a person could be in the belly of a fish for three days and
then get out alive. However, the Bible proves that the book of Jonah is
clearly a historical fact (Luke 11:32, Matthew 12:39—40). The event in
which Jonah was in the belly of a fish for three days and then got out
illustrates the message that our Lord Jesus Christ was raised after three
days. Just as the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a real fact, so also Jonah's
event is a real fact.

1. The prophet Jonah

Jonah is not mentioned much in the Bible, but we find that
according to 2 Kings, he was brought up In a faithful family, and wes a prophet at
around 7,800BC, a contemporary of the prophets Hosea and Amos ahead of Micah's
time.

"The word of the Lord came to Jonah, son of Amittai" {v. 1).

So Jonah was raised in the most faithiul and famous household at that time, was
called into God's work, and became a prophet. He had the spiritual giftedness to hear
God's word and knew the necessity of obeying God' word. But God's word was
different from Jonah's ideals.

God wanted to save the people of Nineveh. However, Jonah was not able to
understand why God would want to save a people like Nineveh, who were a thom in
Israel's side.

Although Jonah clearly believed in God and had theological knowledge, he only
remained at the level of the son of Amittai. He was not able to possess God's heatt.

2. Jonah's reality

This great prophet, Jonah, was a hero with a beautiful faith confession, and he
received God's word. But in the verse 3, it says but' he tried to run away from the
Lord. He pretended not to hear God's word, and headed in the direction of
disobedience to God's command.

God told Jonah that he should go to Nineveh, and proclaim a message of
repentance to save them. However, his individual human prejudice, which was formed
by the historical background of his nation, was so deep that he was not able to obey
God's command. So he went aboard a ship and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the
Lord, drawing many other people into danger. And then, he was shut up in the belly
of a fish for three days.

My beloved Christians!

What does it mean to believe in Jesus Christ? The Apostle Paul confessed the
following: "l have been crucified with Christ and [ no longer live, but Chist lives in me.
The life I live in the body, 1 live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me" (Gal. 2:20).

If we five in Jesus Christ, we are a new creation. If the gospel has reached us, we
must possess Jesus Christ's heart along with Him. Therefore, we must offer a sacrifice
to the Lord when our life is bom again and changed.

By joining our spirit with the heart of God, [ sincerely pray that all of you will be
God's faithful pecple in the name of Jesus Christ.
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