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English Worship Service

Pastor: Daniel J, Kim, Ph.D. 11:15 a.m @ Westminster Hall

Prelude ««=ssrrerm Pianist

*

Call to Worship ............................................................... Pastor

Praise & Worship ........................................................................ Praise Team

*

Apostles' Cree@ reereerreerrese Congregation

*

DOXOIOgy cssssnsssesasnnas Congregation

Representative Prayer .................................................................. Deaconess WOO, Miran

OFfEring +s++sereessersmner s Congregation
s Offering SONQ ««r+srerrrerrmrrmirmri e Together
* offering Prayer ........................................................................... Pastor

WeIcome/FeIIowship .....................................................................
-+ Genesis 4:1-16 -+

Congregation

Scriptural Reading -- Pastor

Jerusalem Choir

SEIMON ++essrrrrrsssrrrrnnsreenrnaranes “Matter of the Heart” --eeessreeeeees Pastor
s HYMN eeeemesse s 213(348) --rerrererinrenannis
................................................................................. Pastor
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Congregation

(* Please stand)

“Matter of the Heart”

Genesis 4:1-16

In Genesis 3, we have learned of the fall of humanity, initiated by Adam and Eve. In their sin and rebellion
against God, they experienced divine judgment in many forms: physical and mental sufferings, disharmony with
each other and with nature itself, and spiritual alienation from God. And yet, in the midst of their sin and
judgment, they also experienced the mercy of God covering their nakedness and even received a promise of
future redemption (through Christ). What we see in the following stories are two lines of people emerging in
history: those who remain in the lineage of sin and judgment, and those who stand in the lineage of grace and
redemption. The first case is that of Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Eve. In Genesis 4, we see that the
Lord showed favor toward Abel' s offering, but not toward Cain' s offering. What was the reason for this
discrimination? The text states that Abel gave the “fat portions’ from the “firstborn of his flock,” while
Cain simply brought “some of the fruits of the soil.” In other words, Abel showed a sincere heart of devotion
to God (giving unto God the very best that he had to offer) while Cain was simply going through the motion of
religious formality (nonchalantly giving unto God whatever was available at hand). We must remember that it is
always the matter of our heart which is the real issue before the sight of the Lord. Whether in worship, prayer,
offering, service, or mission, our heart’ s devotion is ultimately what the Lord is pleased with. But when Cain
showed anger toward God regarding His judgment, God responded by saying, “If you do what is right, will you
not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but
you must master it.” In other words, those whose hearts are not right before the Lord must deal with their
issue through a serious soul struggle with sin and temptation. But there is hope that we can set our hearts
aright, if we would genuinely face our demons, and humbly ask the Lord to help deal with them. But Cain chose
to take the easy way out, succumbing to his indulgent heart and emotional outburst. He murdered his brother
Abel. When God asked him, “Where is your brother Abel?” Cain coldly responded, “Am I my brother’ s
keeper?” But the fact of the matter is, we are all called to be our brother’ s/sister’ s keepers. We are
responsible to care for each other. This is another way of expressing our heart’ s devotion unto the Lord:
Caring for those whom God himself cares for. Yes, I am my brother s keeper. Let us then be careful not to
follow the sinful way of Cain. Let us choose the righteous way of Abel.

Announcements
- After worship, we invite everyone to join us for fellowship in Room 104.
- Please join our various study groups at Room 104 each Sunday:
9:30 am - “Spiritual Leadership” (taught by Pastor Daniel)
1:00 pm - “Gospel of John" (led by Brother Gai)
1:00 pm - “Esteem in Christ” (led by Sister Cing)
- We need volunteers (especially for soprano and tenor parts) to serve with the Jerusalem Choir.
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Kimultaneous interpretation earphones are available to help your service,

please ask an usher at the door to assist yous (Interpreter : Sarah Kim)
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