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English Worship Service

Presider : Rev. jJoshua Cho 11:20 am
Westminster Hall

) * Please stand

Prefude  -oeerersrermemerr ittt s e n e e s e Orgarnst
Call to worship -----w-mrmmmeereeeees Psalm 115:9-11 -oveeveeeiicmnemennan Presider
INVOCATION  ++vvermmsmrrrmsmmsmbe i it sde e bbb s s e Cemenianes Presider

+ Hymn - Congregation
* Apostles Creed ----- . Congregaticn
+ Responsive Reading - saee Congregation
* Doxo]ogy ........................................ i Congregation
PPAYEE  «orevvemesoe s m s s R Hder Young Soo Ha
Hymn ................................. s s 25(25) ............................. Congregation
Scripture Reading ---+overoeeeeereeeeee Luke 1:5-25 - Presider
Member's Fe”OWShlp ............................................................... cOngregation
Offering ........................... cOngregation

* Offering Hymn CenERAEsRe R SRR s e 634(70) TR —— Congregation
* Offering Prayer ---oeeeeemeees T i S P T P Py Preacher
ANthEM - vvveermvmrrommmre st vanninnees Prayer for PEACE «+wsnearin AN Jerusalem Choir
Welcome t0 NEWCOIMIENS  «rreemmiasinummsumamimmssimeiiinimmmmnare 5 Congregatiolrl
Sermon Rev. Joshua Cho

* HYmn ................................................ Congregation
* Benediction o = Preacher
* Singing of the Lord's Prayer -« Congregation

Trusting God in Barrenness
Luke 1:5-25
Summary of the sermon

Do you feel frustrated with your situation? Maybe you have problems at work. Or perhaps, your
relationship is in a dead-end. Or you arc stuck in Korea In all of these circumstances, we need fo trust God
and prav to Him, because He is sovereignly at work, carrying out His plan both in our personal life as well as in
this world.

First, God works in our suffcring Zecharigh and Idizabeth were “upright in the sight of God,” yet they
were baren.  Within that culture, barreaness was seen as a stigma of God's judgment. Allthough suffering can
result from sin it can also be a part of God's plan to bring glory to Rimself. When we suffer, we need (o trust
that He knows what He is doing Next, God works through our prayers. The angel reassured Zechariah that his
prayers had been heard, The obvious request had been for a baby, years ago. But aiso as a priest, he was
interceding for Isrsel's salvation. And now, when they least cxpected il, God was answering both God does
what he pleases.  Yet he somehow works through prayer. Finally, God works despite our doubts.  Zechariah
responded, “How shall 1 know this?” Because of his unbelief, God made him mute until ihe baby was born. Why
did Luke include Zechariah's responsc? God wanted us to sec his unbelief and stir us lo faith. His silence stirs
a response from us. “He may not believe, but I do!”

God had a bigger plan for their barrenness. Not only was God taking away their personal shame, but He
was preparing His herald who would announce Christ  Likewise, we need o sce God working out His plan. That
plan mysteriously works out our particular silualion while fulfilling redemptive history. So we can frecly dift up
our personal frustrations in prayer, knowing that God in His infinite and mysterious wisdom is somehow weaving
the details of our life into the beauliful tapestry of His plan.

Announcement

- Welcome to our worship! Afler worship, we invite cveryone to join us for fellowship in Rm. 104

- Qur annual winter retreat begins nexl Friday Uan 28-29)1 The themie is “Experiencing the Love of God” (see
fiyer for details). Those who wish to attend the whole retreat may come to church on Friday moming at Gam.
Those coming after work may go directly to Agapetown for evening worship al 8pm.
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