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Those who Affixed their Seals to a Covenant
(Neh 10:1-39)

In Nehemiah 10, the people decided not to depart from God's
word, make a binding agreement, put it in writing, and affixed their seals
to it. First, it was Nehemiah who took the vow and affixed his seal to
the agreement, and then, consecutively, 2| priests did the same in w.
2-8, 17 Levite representatives in w. 9—13, and 44 leaders in w. 14—
27. The total number of participants who did this was 84.

The contents for the Israel people to thoroughly observe and obey
God' s word are as follows.

1. The resolve for prohibition of intermariage
“We promise not to give our daughters in mariage to the peoples
around us or take their daughters for our sons (v. 30).

The fact that the Israel people, at that time, decided not to intermarry with
neighboring people is the expression of their will to obey God only. However, owing
to the mixture of foreign gods and culture, the God—first—faith would falter, rather
than the intermarriage itself.

2. Athorough observance of the Sabbath

The fact that God created all things in the world for six days and rested from all His
work at the seventh day means that His creation was complete. Therefore, He gave us
a command to observe the Sabbath and to be holy.

Now we don’t observe the Sabbath but the Lord's Day, Sunday. The first day after
the Sabbath, Jesus rose from the death and established a new order of creation.

3. The resolve for financial dedication

Inw. 32-39, the words of ‘the house of our God’, and ‘the tithes' appear several
times. In the Old Testament era, the house of our God was the core subject of God's
work. However, in the time of Nehemiah, although the Israelite people built a
sanctuary, they neglected tithes due to the difficulties of living. Therefore, the
maintenance of the sanctuary didn’t work well. Finally, it happened that the Levites
and priests had to leave their sanctuary, because they had not received any
economical support.

Now, upon experiencing a revival through God's word, they had a life of tithes
placing His work first and formost before them(37).

The famous English preacher, Rev. Campbell Morgan left a message as follows:
“The dedication behind offerings is spiritual. Our material offerings are just the
expression of spiritual dedication. The offerings without dedication cannot exist, and
the dedication that cannot be expressed by offerings is hypocrisy.”

My beloved Christians!

If we devote our whole life to our belief in God, and if we divinely expect to see
the blaze of revival rise through all of our Church’s work, then God will see the desires
of our hearts, and His wonderful grace will fall like a waterfall to us.

Through our beautiful dedication toward God, | sincerely hope that all the glory
will retum to God, and all the grace and blessings overflow for us.
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