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message for foreigners

By Rev. Joshua Cho

The sufferings of Jesus
Christ culminated on Good
Friday. Why is "Good Friday"
called good? How can the
violent suffering of an nnocent
man ever be called good?
Whenever | reflect upon the
sufferings of Christ, my mind
goes to a well—known scene in
the movie, "The Passion of the Christ," where two Roman
guards repeatedly flog Jesus for five minutes (but what
seems like an etemity). This scene, and the movie as a
whole, was helpful to me, because it brought me closer to
Jesus' suffering in a way that [ never could in my
imagination. However, what the movie failed to do was
bring me to the very heart of Jesus' suffering, which was
deeper than his physical suffering.

Jesus” prayer in John 17 describes the perfect fellowship
within the Trinity (see John 17:5, 13; see also 1 John 1:3—
4). This fellowship was the pinnacle of joy and happiness,
something which this world can only imagine (for example,
the joy of a family, or the joy of romantic love), but never

fully understand. But Jesus left the joy of heaven to be bom
into this world. And this perfect fellowship was broken when
Jesus went to the cross. At the cross, Jesus was nailed as a
substitute for sinners. The Father rejected the Son and
poured out His righteous wrath upon him. [ believe that
Jesus' physical suffering was just a visual aspect of his
overall suffering. As Jesus suffered physically, he was
suffering in a far greater way spiritually. Not only that, but
Jesus' phusical suffering was a representation of his spiritual
suffering. Since we cannot see or understand his spiritual
suffering, God provided us with a physical picture of his
spiritual suffering.

The reason why it is important to understand this is that
it highlights the uniqueness of his suffering. As we know,
there were many people in history who also experienced
Roman scourging and crucifixion. Jesus™ suffering was not
unique in this regard.

But his sacrifice was unique. He was not just an innocent
man who was brutally killed. He was the Son of God, the
One who shared heaven with the Father before the creation
of the world, and remained faithful to His Father
throughout his earthly ministry. This Son was disowned by
his Father. His suffering was infinite. People have
experienced many atrocities in history (including Korean

history), but these are still relatively small compared to
infinite suffering that Christ endured.

But why did Jesus have to endure this infinite suffering?
It was the price for sin. I'm not talking about sins such as
missing Sunday worship because of hagwon, or stealing a
pen. Yes, these are sins, but they are like the splattering of a
stomp in a puddle. I'm talking about the heart of sin, which
is tuming away from God as my only true jov and finding
jov in the idols of this world. I'm talking about the sin of
loving my family more than God, loving success more than
God, and loving comfort and securitv more than God. This
is a rejection of God, and an act of infinite dishonor to God.
This deserves infinite punishment, which is what many
people will experience forever in hell. Jesus had to receive
infinite suffering, because of the infinite dishonor that we
have shown the King of the Universe.

This is why "Good Friday" is so good. Jesus endured the
infinite suffering that [ should have received. Every whip on
his back should have been a whip on my back. The nail
that pierced his hand should have pierced my hand. The
wrath that was poured out on him should have been
poured out on me. But by faith, [ have been spared,
because he was not. How good is “Good Friday”! How
great are His mercies!
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