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Facing an Important Choice
(Ruth 1:15-18)
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that the Lord had come to the aid of His people, Naomi was
determined to retum back to Bethlehem in Judah.

We can say that this was a decision of faith. But, Naomi did not seem to be
definite in her faith. If she clearly believed in the Almighty God, and the etemal
love of God, no matter how difficult it was, she would have taken her two
daughters—in—law back to Bethlehem with her.

Along the way, Naomi asked her two daughters—in—law not to follow her, but
to find rest in the home of another husband. This seemed to be the logical choice
from the perspective of the world, but this could never be a biblical or spiritual
choice. We can see that she makes her choice according to human instincts, not
only this time, but also at other times when she is able to see a visible advantage.

However, it was fortunate that Naomi always mentioned the name of the Lord,
and preached the God in whom she believed. This was why her two daughters—
in—law loved and respected her.

2. Ruth's choice

As a result, the first daughter—in—law, Orpah, returned back to Moab
according to her mother—in—law's proposal. But the second, Ruth, continued
along with her to the very end. Through her mother—in—law, Ruth was able to
see the world of faith in which people believed in the true God. Therefore she
decided, " will serve the God of my mother—in—law as my God! [ will be a part
of His people! [ will live in the midst of His grace and righteousness! I will submit
my life to the only true God!" Ultimately, Ruth's resolution opened the way for
Jesus to be bom according to her clan.

Ruth gave up the only happiness that she could enjoy on earth in order to be a
part of God's people, and to keep her faith. Faith is resolution. When we give up
the condition of happiness that we can enjoy in this world and follow God, this is
simply faith.

My beloved Christians!

The Bible wants clarity in us. God never gives up on any of us, and continues
to test us with discipline after discipline, and with training after training, until our
faith becomes absolutely clear.

By giving up the human and worldly way of thinking, and by holding onto a
complete faith, [ eamestly pray that you and [ will make right choices at every
moment in the name of Jesus Christ.
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EM 2011 Winter Retreat

Experiencing the Love of God

Rev. Joshua Cho

Our vision, as an
English Ministry, is to
share the love of Christ to
foreigners and English—
speakers in Korea. In
order to share that love,
we need to first
experience that love.
Therefore, our theme for
this year’s retreat is the
experiencing the amazing
love of God that is
reflected in the book of Hosea. The prophet
Hosea did not only have a message for Israel,
but manifested that message visibly through his
marriage to the prostitute, Gomer. Gomer was
unfaithful to Hosea, repeatedly running away
and selling herself into prostitution.
Unbelievably, Hosea searched after her each
time, and in order to redeem his wife and bring
her back home again. This was a picture of
God’s unfailing love for Israel. Like Gomer,
Israel continued to be unfaithful, seeking after
the gods of other nations. But, God continued to
redeem Israel, sending His prophets, disciplining
her for her sins, and drawing her back through
repentance.

The thought that a prophet was married to a
prostitute may seem horrifying to us, but we

need to remember that |
this is reflection of God's
relationship with us. All of
us run away from God. §
We pretend to worship
God, but secretly in our
heart, we run after the
idols of money, comfort,
and pleasure. Each time
God forgives us, we seem
to retum to the same sins
over and over again. How :
could God love sinful }
people like us?

Yet, we can have hope, because of the love
of Christ. Ephesians 5:25—26 says, “Husbands, ;
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through
the word.” Chist is the greater Hosea, who not
only purchased us from our slavery to sin, but
died on the cross to pay the price. That was
something not even the prophet Hosea was
willing to do. And by his blood, Christ continues
to sanctify us, working in our lives until the Final
Day when the church will be pure and dressed in
white, ready to marny our Savior.

This is the love of God. My prayer is that we
will all experience this love afresh, and then :
share this love with other foreigners who are
also in need of the greater Hosea, Jesus Christ.
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