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English Worship Service

Presider : Rev. Joshua Cho 11:20 a.m
Westminster Hall
* Please stand

Prelude oo R TSN AT A S P WS ST ST P A s a Organist
Call to woarship --oooeveenPsalm 63:1-5 e Presider
INVOCALION  +r v vvmereresrmrenim et R YT P VT PR e Cae PreSidel'
£ HYIMN e B(2) e Congregation
* Apostles' Cr@eq -ooreeeraeseern s aie s g s e s e Congregation
* Responsive Reading -« -roommneeseees No. 32 -eooeeimiimmnn Congregation
* Doxology ............................... S 4 cpssiesisasuussriesansaassiase Congregation
Prayer ...................................................................................... Hder Song Seong Noh
HYIMR e ABA(53B) - oerererre s Congregation
Scripture Reading -« -oo- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 «wrereneeeianens Presider
Member's Fellowship Congregation
Offering ..................................................................... P e Congregation
* Offering Hymn oo B34(70) weeeoremnimmemnni Congregation
* Offering Prayer e e e S RS N N AR E RN RN AT S YA SR SO SRS B Preacher
ARLNEMY - oreerremmeemmrimmran i l-uy is the Lord -+ rre-rrerrmmmmemes Jerusa]em Choir
Welcome to Newcomers - ccocoosrmmimmn e Congregation
Sermon --:-+-------.. The Lord Himself Is Coming - -+ Rewv. Joshua Cho
* Hymn ........................ 5 489(541) .......... e Congregation
% Benediction -« oo e Preacher
* S[ng]ng of the Lord's Prayer .................................................... Congregation

The Lord Himself Is Coming
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Summary of the sermon

Funcrals can unrave! the best of us. Paul was addressing a young church disheartened by the fact that
some believers had died before Jesus' expected rctum.  Their unchristian-like grieving revealed an
underlving lack of understanding about the final resurrection. We may not be grieving right now, but we
need this clear {eaching fo shore up our uncertaintics; not only to face the prospect of death, but also to
live in confidence today.

We can be certain about the resurrection, because Jesus has promised that he himself is coming for each
one of us. First, Jesus has promised to come. According 1o “the Lord's own word,” believers who had
died would be resurrected, Most likely, this refers to Jesus' own leaching during his earthly ministry. We
know that his words are true, because his entire life was a testimony of truth, either from his own
prophecies coming true, or his life (and death) as a fulfillment of the OT promises Next; Jesus himsall is
coming. On that final day, the King of kings will not send someone for us, bul “lhe Lord himself will
come dewn from heaven” Just as his greal love first compelled Hm o come, so it will compel him lo
come again, Paul is so confident of Christ's unfailing love that it extends o the grave. Therefore, death is
like “falling asleep.” Finally, Jesus is coming for each one of us. Paul described a defailed account
Those who were dead in Christ would rise first, and those still alive would be “caught up in the clouds,”
referring to the glorious presence of God. The point of all this detailed planning is that all believers, past
and present, will finally be united to Jesus, their bridegroom.

We can face the prospect of death, because we waiting for the Risen One who has defeated death, and he
promised to come back for us. Clarity about the resurrection not only prepares us for death, but it gives
us meaning for life.

Announcement

Happy New Year! After worship, we invite everyone to join us for fellowship in Rm. 104

Please join one of our English Bible classes after fellowship to get plugged into our community.

Friday Bible study has started up again! We are currently studying the book of Ruth each week from 7-8pm in
Rm. 603. Pleasc join us and bring a friend!
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