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English Worship Service

Presider : Rev. Joshua Cho 11:20 a.m
Westminster Hall
* Please stand

Call to Worship ........................... Psalm 62:5-8  cceeeeeeeeiinnnnns Presider
* Hymn ................................................ 3(5) .............................. Congregation
* Aposﬂes' Creed Congregation
* Responsive Reading ........................... NO. 371  ceeevreremnniinn, Congregation
* Doxo|ogy ............................................. 1 Congregation

Hymn ............................................. 120(120) Congregation

Scripture Reading «weeseveseeens Luke 1:39-45 «eoreevmreenrerennn Presider

Member's Fe||0wsh|p ............................................................... Congregation
* Offering Hymn ................................. 70(634) ........................... Congregation
* Offering Prayer Preacher

Anthem - s Jw to the world Jerusalem Choir

Welcome to  Newcomers - Congregation

Sermon -+ - Flndlng True Joy ~~~~~~~ Rev. Joshua Cho
* Hymn ................... 47(75) ............ Congregation
* BenediCtion 000 eereereeeeeeee e Preacher
*

S|ng|ng of the Lord's Prayer ...................................................... Congregation
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Finding True Joy
Luke 1:39-45

Summary of the sermon

In a season that is supposed to be filled with joy, many people feel depressed. Perhaps this happens
because we observe what others have, and it breeds discontent. However, in the compelling example of
Elizabeth, we find the secret of abounding joy. We must learn to be humble, so that we might be free
from self absorption, and recognize the overflowing grace of God. Then, we will be filled with true joy!

First, we must recognize grace in our decline. When Mary came to visit, news of Elizabeth’ s
five—month pregnancy was beginning to come to light. But, the focus shifted from Elizabeth to
Mary and her new pregnancy. Already, John the Baptist was living out his mission in the womb,
He must become greater, I must become less!” (John 3:30). We must decline so we can clear
ourselves out of the way to find true joy. Next, we must recognize grace in our calling. Lifting
her eyes from herself, Elizabeth recognized the unborn Jesus, and asked why she was so favored to
meet “the mother of her Lord.” Likewise, as we reflect on God s initiative to open our eyes to
see Jesus, each of us should ask, “why am I so favored?” When we ask this, we will be freshly
humbled and find new joy. Finally, we must recognize grace in our friends. Elizabeth recognized
Mary’ s faith (v. 45), since she acted on the news that the angel had given (v. 36). Our joy
increases when we recognize evidence of God' s grace in others, and realize that they share in our
joy.

Christmas is not a time to think about what we have or don’ t have. It' s a time to humble
ourselves and get out of the way, so we can recognize God s grace in the fact that He sent His
only Son to be born among us, and to die on behalf of sinners like us. May we find true joy in
him!

Announcement

Welcome to our ministry! After worship, we invite everyone to join us for fellowship in Rm. 104.

Please join one of our English Bible classes after fellowship to get plugged into our community.

Friday Bible study meets every week in Rm. 603 from 7:00—8:00pm. Pastor Cho is currently leading a study
through the book of Ruth.

Next Sunday during lunchtime, our beloved Jerusalem Choir will be singing Christmas carols in room 801.
Let us share in their joyful songs as they celebrate Christ’ s birth!
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