omomeomem oo T - WY FYUM - ALY UFR memememe

ouf 51 H S AIFE Skl

English Worship Service

Presider : Rev. Joshua Cho 11:20 a.m

Westminster Hall
* Please stand

Call to Worship ........................... Psalm 61:1-4  ccooeveeveeeninennns Presider
* Hymn ......................... Congregation
* Apostles' Creed Congregation
* Responsive Reading - - No. Congregation
* Doxology =~ e Congregation
Prayer . Elder Young Ki Lee
Hymn ..................... 36(36) . Congregation
Scripture Reading ««-wseeseeseeseneens Luke 1:26-38 -weeereerveeneeenenen Presider
Member's Fe||0wsh|p ............................................................... Congregation
* Offering Hymn ................................. 70(634) ........................... Congregation
* Offering Prayer Preacher
ANthem «ceeeeeeeemeeemnnmninnneenns 0] a mght of \M)nder Jerusa|em Choir
Welcome to Newcomers Congregation
SEIMON weeeeererrereermmmmmnnnnnns Opportur'“ty to Serve .................. Rev. Joshua Cho
* Hymn (TP 351(321) ........................... Congregation
* Benediction Preacher
* S|ng|ng of the Lord's Prayer ...................................................... Congregation
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Opportunity to Serve
Luke 1:26-38

Summary of the sermon

Christmas is often looked at as a time to relax with family and take some vacation time. However, this
famous story challenges us to think of Christmas as an opportunity to serve. Mary was given a unique
opportunity to serve as the earthly mother of Jesus Christ. Since God graciously calls each Christian to
serve in a particular way, we must accept that opportunity, no matter how difficult it may be.
First, we must accept humbly. When the angel Gabriel called Mary ‘“highly favored,” she was
greatly troubled.”  She could not understand how she was highly favored, because of her humble
background. Yet, it was precisely her humility that made her the perfect candidate. God loves to
work through those who know they are weak to shame the strong. Next, we must accept mindfully.
When Mary asked “How will this be,” she was not doubting God, but thoughtfully asking how this
pregnancy would occur, since she was sexually inexperienced. Serving God does not require a
mindless faith, but a faith that seeks to understand, and continues to trust even when it cannot fully
understand. Finally, we must accept willingly. When the angel explained that Mary would get
pregnant by the Holy Spirit, she answered so simply, “May it be to me as you have said.”  But,
this meant that she would have to give up her body, her reputation, and possibly her marriage.
Accepting the opportunity to serve might look like loss, but what looks like loss in God s kingdom
is actually gain. Christmas is the perfect time to consider serving, since we are celebrating the
birth of the King of the universe, who came to serve and to die for those of us who were proud

«

and unwilling.

Announcement

Welcome to our ministry! After worship, we invite everyone to join us for fellowship in Rm. 104.

Please join one of our English Bible classes after fellowship to get plugged into our community.

Friday Bible study meets every week in Rm. 603 from 7:00—8:00pm. Pastor Cho is leading a study through the
book of Ruth.
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