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Simon, the Disciple who Admired the Higher Nation
(Matt. 10:2—-4)

1. His name and background
R "Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him (v. 4).

N = Matthew listed twelve disciples of Jesus and he introduced Simon as

‘Cananites’. Canana in Hebrew reads 'Cana’ which means 'a person who
is enthusiastic for everything. Zealot in English means, a person who is
‘enthusiastic' and this word refers to the leading factions of Jews which were
Pharisee, Sadducee, and Essene.
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2. The meaning of Zealot Simon who became a disciple

It is very interesting that Jesus' disciples consisted of fishermen, tax
collectors, and zealots. Like this, Jesus emphasized that they should love each
other. It was necessary for them to be Jesus disciples.

3. Simon’s conversion

The Gospel of Matthew introduced twelve disciples by binding two of them. Peter
and Andrew, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,
Thomas and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Judah
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judah Iscariot. Like
this, Jesus sent each pair to preach the Gospels.

Judas Iscariot who was Simon's partner did not
converse and did not possess a real faith. However,
Simon did not go along with his disobedience and he
kept his faith to the end.

4. His Transformation

After an enthusiastic Simon the Zealot became
Jesus' disciple, he never lost his enthusiasm for his
nation and his desire for Israel's independence. But
Simon's enthusiasm for his nation became bigger, and
his enthusiasm transformed to the eternal kingdom of
God.

If we study the history of the world missions, we
find that the big obstacle of missions is an individual's
nationalism and ideology. However, Simon the Zealot
overcame his nationalism and did his mission work with
the vision of the Kingdom of God.

My Dbeloved Christians,

The kingdom of God is very higher and deeper than a nation, its people or ideology.
After Simon the Zealot who gave his life to his country and people. He met Jesus Christ
and just like Jesus loved the people of the world. He died a martyr for the eternal kingdom
of God. Like Simon, we should concentrate on the eternal Kingdom of God, wherever we
are and we should become one in Jesus. I sincerely pray that all of you will be God's people
to be used fully in the name of Jesus Christ.
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