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Bartholomew, Disciple with Pure Mind
(Matt. 10:2—-4)

1. His name

The meaning of Bartholomew is ‘a gift of God'. But the name that he
actually used was Nathanael. In the Gospel of John, though the disciple’s
name Bartholomew did not appeared, it was written among twelve disciples.
Bartholomew and Nathanael was the same person.

2. His conversion

Nathanael who was evangelized by Philip became Jesus' disciple (John
1:45). When Philip introduced Nathanael to Jesus who came from Nezareth,
Nathanael said, “Can anything good come from there?” and showed his strong
regionalism, However, he overcame the problem of regional prejudice right
away, and became Jesus' disciple.

3. His personage
When Jesus saw Nathanael for the first time, He said to him, “Here is a true Israelite
who possesses pure mind, in whom there is nothing false” (John 1:47). Jesus did not
condemn Bartholomew who saw him and judged
Him with his regional prejudice for the first time. All
the more, He saw this as an advantage, and paid a
i) compliment to him who had a pure mind.
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4, His mission and death

His mission did not appear in the Bible. But
according to history, he was calm and had a strong sense
of responsibility. In addition, he was a faithful disciple.
We also discovered the record in which Nathanael left
Israel for Asia Minor, especially Phrygia, Laodicea, the
area of Hierapolis including Colossae, Persia, Armenia,
and even West India, and there he preached the Gospel.

Moreover, it is known that he was pierced with
spear like an iron hook; his skin was stripped, and was
nailed upside down to a cross.

5. A lesson given to us

First of all, the fact that Nathanael had a regional
prejudice was true. Eventually, he overcame the
prejudice and he was used for God preciously. He was
always serious and never lost his pure mind. The reason why he had such a pure mind
might be that he always lived his life in prayer and meditation.

Aete J o2&,
My beloved Christians,
20T SHIHE BAGH 71Taks 412 AHA £ nfedto g 7o) 6hut By living our life in prayer, meditation and cultivating a good mind, I sincerely pray
HAA FAE 2371 30uH, 608K, 100819] AAZ WoiX|A FAIZIE FH9| o1& that the grace of God that will be given to us will bear abundant fruit by thirty times, sixty

times, and one hundred times in the name of Jesus Christ.
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