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Is it God or Money?
(Matt. 6:19-24)

The religious reformer John Calvin once said, “In the present day, the
fact that churches have talked about money is not the mater, but their lack
of explaining it in the right way is the matter.” Even Jesus used 16 parables
about wealth among 38 parables in the Bible.

Money is a practical matter. We cannot live our life without money.
Jesus does not leave out parables about money in the Sermon on the
Mount. And so, all the more we should thoroughly understand the biblical
view of money and material things.

- - 1. The things which were not forbidden from wealth
1. THEOll CHOH SOHX| 24 XS (M2me s In the Bible, there is not anything about forbidding one’ s possession, or
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any instruction forbidding private property. Beginning from Abraham to
Job, Joseph, David, Mordecai, Japheth, Priscilla, Aquila, Philemon, etc, all possessed lots
of property.

The book of Proverbs savs, “Go to the ant, leam its way and be wise. It works and
stores its provision in the summer with sweetness for the winter in which it cannot work”.
When Jesus gave the miracle of five bread and two fish, He taught that they could not
have any left over after the crowds ate. Like this the Bible does not prohibit saving or living
a prosperous life. However, the Bible says that we should not put our hope on material
things.

2. The things that were forbidden from wealth

Jesus strongly forbids us from living our life with the purpose of wealth.

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many grieves” (1 Tim. 6:10).

Money itself is never evil, but our mind that loves money is the root of evil, and this
root vields the evil fruits in our life.

The fact that we can love money means it can easily become our purpose of life. By
beginning to find one’s life worth living in accumulating material things, and beginning to
think material things are worth seeking, it is easy to see how money can become a main
purpose in our life. Thus most people are trving by any means possible to gain material
things, and to accumulate wealth all the more. At the end, they start to worship the
material.

Jesus forbids us from living our life wanting to obtain safety through wealth. Wealth
never gives Us a guarantee of a safe life.

Christians must live in the midst of hope and peace that cannot be bought with money.
If so, first of all, we must leave spiritual blindness for the sake of our etemity (v. 22—23).
Then we are able to see the truth that we are looking at etemity itself.

Therefore, we must store up for ourselves treasures in heaven. In this world, moth and
rust destroy, but the heritance that never perishes, spoils, and fades is kept for us in heaven.
(1Pet. 1:4)

My beloved Christians!

Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” This does not
simply explain offerings, but just as we devote ourselves to God, so we must also devote
ourselves to the ways to do our best.

Before the question, “Is it God or money?” if we confidently choose God, God from
whom all blessings flow will give us also material blessing.

By having the right value of material things in this world, and serving God with all our
strength, [ eamestly hope that all of you will be God's children to be used before God.
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