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The Great Happiness of the Saints
(Neh.12:27-30, 40-47)

The people who transmit joy and happiness appear in this text. The
Israelite people were so happy that the sounds of happiness coming
from within Jerusalem could reach far awav.

The names of many people were enumerated in Nehemiah 11:12. It
was not until the jovful day reached them in Jerusalem that they
recorded their faithful families. It was truthfully precious blessings to
have faithful ancestors to follow after.

1. Make the church a community of happiness

\ In verse 27, at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the words, ”
'g At thanks giving, songs, cymbals, harps, and joy” were shown. It was festive
scene of tremendous happiness. This was not limited to happiness inside
Jerusalem. In verse 28—29, there were many people who were brought
together from the region around Jerusalem, who sung, and shared their
happiness.

And then the priests and Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people,
the gates and the wall (v. 30).

The church of Jesus Christ Himself must be the place where the happiness that was
given by God overflows. If the church that is overflowing in happiness becomes the
community, it will revive itself. However, it is important to remember that only God
can give this truthful happiness to us.

2. Devote yourself to fill the church’s needs

The people realized the importance of the priests and the Levites who took care of
the offerings, sacrifices and services. Therefore, according to the law regarding the
priests and Levites, some people were appointed to be in charge of storerooms for the
contributions, first fruits, and tithes, putting aside the portion for the priests and Levites,
and the bringing of them into the storerooms. All were to be used to sustain all those
who served in the sanctuary, and the management of the sanctuary. As they once
again began to see the priests as precious, they newly structured their lives toward
services and offerings (v. 44).

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” And John
Wesle}g]J said, “The repentance of anyone whose pocket doesn'’t repent is not remorse
in truth.”

3. D% your best for duty assigned to you according to the church

orger

In verse 45, those who served the sanctuary appeared. The people could not help
being moved by seeing the appearance of the priests. Accordingly, they did their best
and supported them with their needs and in the services. And also here, surprisingly
we could find the appearance of Nehemiah. In verse 38, we can see Nehemiah who
stood humble behind his people.

Even though Nehemiah was a hero who rebuilt the wall and who gathered the
people together, when he went to attend church to worship God, he made the priests
and Levites go before him and he followed behind them. He was a humble leader in
every way.

A senior pastor in the church of Korea said as follows, “The more a church revives,
the greater those who hold an important post take the initiative and set an example;
the less a church revives, the greater those who hold an important post act like a
seniority.” He also said, “The more we receive grace, the more humble we are, the
glore we respond to an order, and the more we are lovally devoted for our assigned

uty.”

My beloved Christians!
Binding our mind to one, and in filling our church's needs to make our church

full in happiness, | eamestly hope that all of you will be God's people devoting
yourself in the midst of what is to be done in an order.
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