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The Blessed Heart of Those who Volunteer
(Neh. 11:1-2)

If a nation, society, or individual are suddenly privileged in some
way, a trouble or conflict will arise. It will be the same in the church.

Jerusalem had been ruined before Nehemiah came there. Thanks to
God, the Wall of Jerusalem was rebuilt by the devotion of Nehemiah
and the people of Judah. However, in the city of Jerusalem where only
a few people lived, it seemed to be filled with feelings of loneliness. At
that time, Nehemiah wrote about the atmosphere of the city. “Now the
city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it. And the
houses had not vet been rebuilt”(Neh. 7:4). The city of Jerusalem was
very dangerous because it was always in threat of being invaded and
plundered by an outside power. But someone had to live there.

1. The Leaders were going to settle there

When you read verse 1, the leaders of the people were going to settle in Jerusalem.
If the leaders hadn’t shown their attitude of devotion to the city, the rest of the
congregation could never have devoted themselves as well.

It is the leaders’ duty to be in full devotion. That's why the position of being a
leader is not an easy task to take on. However, because the leaders fulfilled their duty,
Nehemiah's reformation was able to be accomplished.

2. Those who cast lofs were going to settle there

If people other than the leaders were to settle in Jerusalem, there had to be a wav
devised to choose them. Now the way they chose was to cast lots. The method of
lottery was quite biblical.[Proverbs 16:33) When an apostle was chosen to replace
Judah Iscariot, after Matthias and Joseph were recommended, they praved to God,
cast lots, and Matthias was chosen.

However, the point that should be observed carefully is the attitude of the people
chosen by lottery after the casting of lots was done. There was not anyone who did
not whole heartedly accept their being chosen to live in the city. They silently received
God's will and moved into Jerusalem. In the midst of belief putting full trust in God's
sovereignty, their attitude of obedience was very wonderful.

3. Those who volunteered were going to seftie

There were a few people who volunteered to live in Jerusalem with the exception
of the leaders and those who cast lots. Now, although the situation of Jerusalem was
very poor, they too willfully took part in God's work with a readiness to devote
themselves. The great work of God becomes easily revealed in the midst of the
people who volunteer. God gladly received the devotion that they volunteered to
give, not being forced to do so.

My beloved Christians!

Those who want the peace of the Church and love the Church will work hard for
everything to go well. Although the leaders’ duty is important in the church, and the
duty of those who cast lots is important, the devotion of those who volunteer is more
precious than those. Serving the church with a heart to volunteer, | eamestly hope that
all of us will receive and enjoy God s blessings and grace in full abundance.
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