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The Truthful Fruit of the Gospel
(Matt. 5:13-16)

After Jesus spoke of the Beatitudes, He also gave us a wonderful word
conceming our status. It is that we are the salt and light of the earth.

It says in Mathew 5:13—14, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good of
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” “You are the
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”

Jesus tells us, “You will not become the salt and light but we already are
the salt and light. Here, ‘vou” means that it is not the people of the world
but the Christians.

The Christians must be bom again. “Rebirth” means that we must live
our life with the new view of the world, the value of life, and the new
purpose of life. If our spirits are bom again, we will be the poor in spirit, those who moum,
the meek, and those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Those people need not to
desire to be the salt and light, because they already are the salt and light.

The lives that are bom again must grow. Though it will be late in one’s life to grow,
little by little every day, we grow and mature to be like Christ. That is to say, the truthful
fruit of those who receive the gospel and are bom again, is to be able to fulfill the role of
being the salt and light in the midst of their everyday life.

1. Salt

Salt is an everyday necessity in all ages. Without the salt, we cannot preserve from
decay, and we cannot taste certain things. In the Bible, when people gave offerings to God,
the salt was a very essential element. Even when they gave the powdered grain offerings to
God, they had to add salt to all their offerings (Lev. 2:13). Because the salt preserves from
decay, this means that we give the vow of the unchangeable covenant to God with our
pure heart.

2. Light

Light can be explained in four ways.

The first is natural light that comes from the sun. The second is the light that people
produce such as light from a light bulb. The third is mental light. The final is spiritual light. It
is God's light that lights the world darkened by sin. Jesus” word, “You are the light of the
earth,” means that we must be able to fulfill the light’s role of these four ways. As long as
we exist, we must be a vital power to the world, feel important to the world, and gain a
strong healthy spirit in the world. Because of our existence, the darkness of sin disappears,
and the real light is to shine.

Though all of these lights are important, the most important one is God's light that
shines upon the darkness of sin.

My beloved Christians!

The world is full of darkness. The darkness is dangerous and it ultimately means death.
We are the light and salt of the world. While living in the word, we are the people who are
called to carry out the mission of the Gospel. We are not the people who tum our back on
the world but we are God's people who go into the world and exercise our divine
influence on it. By carrving out the calling of being light and salt, and extending the
Kingdom of God, I sincerely pray that you will be the workers of God in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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