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The Blessing of Those who are Persecuted because of Righteousness

(Matt. 5:3-12)

At the end of the eighth blessing in the Sermon of Mount, Jesus Christ
tells us that those who are persecuted are blessed, but it is not easy for us to
understand. And vet, the persecution that Jesus speaks of means that they
are not persecuted by their own misfortune or deficiency but entirely
because of Jesus Christ and righteousness.

It is difficult to say what our standard for righteousness should be in the
world. What is right for some, is not for others. However, the righteousness
of God is absolute.

The “righteousness” in the text means Jesus Himself. Therefore, it is said
that only those who are persecuted for the sake of Jesus Christ are blessed.

1. The persecution for righteousness
At the time of the early church, there was a time when Romans who were controlled
by Emperor Nero cruelly persecuted Christians. Because of only one reason, the fact that
they believed in Jesus Christ, tens of thousands of Christians became prey to this ruler, and
even some were killed in a most gruesome way: their skin being peeled off their bodies.
Some of them were immersed in oil and were punished to death as human torches to light
up the stadium at night. At the time of Martin Luther’s reformation, one hundred
thousand protestant saints in France, twenty thousand in Poland, and approximately three
hundred in England, were bumt to death. Owing to the sole reason of their persecution
and death, they believed in Jesus Christ. If they had denied Jesus Christ just once, they
would not have been punished. However, they were persecuted for righteousness due to

the martyrdom of suffering and death that they had chosen.

2. When we are persecuted

Jesus is the one who was severely persecuted, but He did not retaliate against anyone.
He even praved and blessed them, “Forgive their sins.” He is qualified to assert His
legitimacy, and He had the power to refaliate against anyone. If He wanted to do that, He
would have mobilized the heaven’s army and angels of more than 12 legions to suppress
His enemy. When we are persecuted because of righteousness, we should be calm like
Jesus Christ. Of course, it is not easy to be calm. However, in the midst of God's
covenant, we must remember that no matter how severely we are persecuted, those who
do not retaliate and curse will receive great blessings.

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John
16:33).

Jesus didn’t say, “You may have trouble.” He said, “You will have trouble.” However,
take heart. Jesus overcame the world.

3. The blessing of those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness

Those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness will possess heaven. Jesus'
eight blessings of the Sermon on the Mount start with, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” And it ends with, “Blessed are those who are persecuted,
because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The life in heaven is an
integration of all happiness. The Kingdom of God is the time and space of the complete,
absolute, and sovereign reality of God.

My beloved Christians!

When we are persecuted for the sake of Jesus Christ, we must bear its suffering with
happiness. By possessing the Kingdom of God, attending our Lord Jesus Christ and living
a heaven's life, in the world, I sincerely pray that all of you will enjoy the happiness in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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